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A soloist and chamber musician who has appeared in Europe, North America, Russia, Israel, 
Thailand, and Japan, pianist Naomi Niskala's performances have been broadcast on BBC Radio, 
Deutschlandradio, RTV Germany, and NPR’s Performance Today. Niskala performs regularly 
with Spectrum Concerts Berlin, one of Germany’s leading chamber organizations, and has also 
recorded two discs with them.  Recent performance highlights include the San Francisco 
Symphony Chamber Series at Davies Symphony Hall, soloist with the St. Petersburg Chamber 
Philharmonic of Russia, and solo and chamber performances with Spectrum Concerts Berlin in the 
Philharmonie Kammermusiksaal of Berlin, Carnegie’s Weill Hall, in Thailand, and in Kosovo. Her 
release of the only complete recordings of American composer Robert Helps’s solo piano works 
on two discs with Albany Records was met with high acclaim, and she has also recorded piano 
chamber works of Robert Helps and Ursula Mamlok with Spectrum Concerts Berlin for two discs 
on Naxos, as well as the world premiere of Mamlok’s 2015 quintet “Breezes” for Bridge 
Records.  Niskala is featured in the 2013 German rbb television documentary entitled “Sehnsucht 
Musik” (Searching for Music), documenting the work of four members of Spectrum Concerts 
Berlintowards improving the harsh conditions for young musicians at a music school located in 
Prizren, Kosovo.  Born to Japanese/Finnish-American parents, she began studying piano at the 
age of three, raised in Rochester, New York and then later in Tokyo, Japan.  Niskala holds degrees 
from the Yale School of Music, Stony Brook University, and the New England Conservatory of 
Music, where she studied with Claude Frank, Gilbert Kalish, and Patricia Zander. She also worked 
with pianists Leon Fleisher, Menahem Pressler, Peter Serkin, and Maria Louisa Faini, and violinists 
Louis Krasner and Eugene Lehner.  Niskala teaches at the Interlochen Center for the Arts Art 
Camp in the summers, and is Associate Professor of Music at Susquehanna University in 
Pennsylvania, where she teaches piano and theory, and leads a summer chamber music exchange 
program to Japan. 


